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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

CLAIMS 1,10 AND 1 9 have been amended to limit the heave resonance to be "in the range 
of about 6 to about 12 seconds." Claims 2, 5, 8, 11, 14, 17, 20, 23 and 26 have been cancelled. 

1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An offshore platform comprising: 

(A) a deck for supporting hydrocarbon exploration, drilling or production equipment; 

(B) a buoyant member; 

(C) an open support structure positioned between the deck and buoyant member, 
comprising an upper end connected to the deck, and comprising a lower end connected to the 
buoyant member; 

(D) a plurality of tendons connected to the buoyant member suitable for anchoring the 
platform; 

wherein when the platform is positioned offshore, the deck is supported above the waterline, 
the upper end of the open structure is positioned above the water line, with the lower end 
positioned at least 100 feet below the waterline; and the heave resonance of the platform is at least 
6 s e conds in the range of about 6 to about 12 seconds . 

2. CANCELLED. 

3. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The platform of claim 1 , wherein the heave resonance 
of the platform is in the range of about 7 to about 9 seconds. 
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4. The platform of claim 1 , wherein when the platform is positioned offshore, the lower 
end is positioned at least 150 feet below the waterline. 

5. CANCELLED. 

6. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The platform of claim 4, wherein the heave resonance 
of the platform is in the range of about 7 to about 9 seconds. 

7. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The platform of claim 1 , wherein when the platform is 
positioned offshore, the lower end is positioned at least 200 feet below the waterline. 

8. CANCELLED. 

9. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The platform of claim 7, wherein the heave resonance 
of the platform is in the range of about 7 to about 9 seconds. 

10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method of exploring an offshore target zone for 
hydrocarbons, the method comprising: 

(A) positioning a platform offshore near the target zone; 

(B) conducting exploration activities from the platform, 
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wherein the platform comprises: 

(i) a deck for supporting hydrocarbon exploration equipment; 

(ii) a buoyant member; 

(iii) an open support structure positioned between the deck and buoyant member, 
comprising an upper end connected to the deck, and comprising a lower end 
connected to the buoyant member; 

(iv) a plurality of tendons connected to the buoyant member suitable for 
anchoring the platform; 

wherein when the platform is positioned offshore, the deck is supported above the 
waterline, the upper end of the open structure is positioned above the water line, with the 
lower end positioned at least 100 feet below the waterline; and the heave resonance of the 
platform is at leas t 6 seconds in the range of about 6 to about 12 seconds . 

11. CANCELLED. 

12. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 1 0, wherein the heave resonance 
of the platform is in the range of about 7 to about 9 seconds. 

1 3 . (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 1 0, wherein when the platform is 
positioned offshore, the lower end is positioned at least 150 feet below the waterline. 
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14. 



CANCELLED. 



15. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 13, wherein the heave resonance 
of the platform is in the range of about 7 to about 9 seconds. 

1 6. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 1 0, wherein when the platform is 
positioned offshore, the lower end is positioned at least 200 feet below the waterline. 

17. CANCELLED. 

1 8. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 1 6, wherein the heave resonance 
of the platform is in the range of about 7 to about 9 seconds. 

19. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method of drilling for or production of hydrocarbons 
from an offshore target zone, the method comprising: 

(A) positioning a platform offshore near the target zone; 

(B) conducting drilling or production activities from the platform, 
wherein the platform comprises: 

(i) a deck for supporting hydrocarbon exploration equipment; 

(ii) a buoyant member; 
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(iii) an open support structure positioned between the deck and buoyant member, 
comprising an upper end connected to the deck, and comprising a lower end 
connected to the buoyant member; 

(iv) a plurality of tendons connected to the buoyant member suitable for 
anchoring the platform; 

wherein when the platform is positioned offshore, the deck is supported above the 
waterline, the upper end of the open structure is positioned above the water line, with the 
lower end positioned at least 100 feet below the waterline; and the heave resonance of the 
platform is at l e ast 6 seconds in the range of about 6 to about 12 seconds . 

20. CANCELLED. 

2 1 . (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 1 9, wherein the heave resonance 
of the platform is in the range of about 7 to about 9 seconds. 

22. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 1 9, wherein when the platform is 
positioned offshore, the lower end is positioned at least 150 feet below the waterline. 

23. CANCELLED. 
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24. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 22, wherein the heave resonance 
of the platform is in the range of about 7 to about 9 seconds. 



25. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 19, wherein when the platform is 
positioned offshore, the lower end is positioned at least 200 feet below the waterline. 



26. CANCELLED. 



27. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 25, wherein the heave resonance 
of the platform is in the range of about 7 to about 9 seconds. 
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